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Krakow Photomonth Festival opens today! In May and June: unique, because it’s 
exploratory; exciting, because it’s diverse; important, because it’s good; unmissable, 
because… it’s  our birthday! This year the Festival celebrates its  10th anniversary! JOIN 
US! You can’t miss it! 

As every year during the Krakow Photomonth Festival, the Main Programme will feature 
exhibitions by the world’s photography stars (such as Alexander Rodchenko, Jerzy 
Lewczyński, Sally Mann and Sergey Bratkov), while the Experimental Section is a new 
component in the program. 

At the Alexander Rodchenko. Revolution in Photography exhibition (Main Building of the 
National Museum in Krakow) over three hundred works by this  star of the Russian avant-
garde, a classic of modern photography and one of the most important artists of the 20th 
century, will be on display. 

The exhibition Jerzy Lewczyński. Memory of the Image (also in the Main Building of the 
National Museum in Krakow) will be an opportunity for many to discover the achievements 
of this doyen and renovator of Polish photography. 

Incorporated in the Krakow Photomonth Main Program is  the exhibition The Fidelity of 
Images. René Magritte and Photography (International Cultural Centre), which will provide 
an opportunity to learn about the photographic achievements of Magritte, one of the most 
famous artists of the Surrealist circle and largely associated with painting. 

The exhibition When Men Are At War by Sergey Bratkov, the chief Ukrainian scandaliser 
(Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow), presents two cycles  of photographs: Kids and 
Women soldiers. 

Canary, an exhibition by Japanese photographer Lieko Shiga (Manngha Centre for 
Japanese Art and Technology) is a cycle characteristic of this  artist – a visionary 
meditation on people or places; a baroque, alluring image of people's fears and joys.

Although Sally Mann’s iconic work (Ethnographic Museum) in the exhibition The Family 
and the Land comes from different periods of her oeuvre, it touches on themes close to the 
artist which recur in many of her works.  

Jason Evans is already known to Krakow Photomonth audiences as the curator of the 
Nothing is in the Place exhibition presented at the Bunkier Sztuki Gallery in 2010. In this 
edition of the Festival, he will appear as the creator of the solo exhibition entitled Pictures 
for looking at and sculpture for photography.  



The works of Dutch photographer Viviane Sassen from the Parasomnia series (Pauza 
Gallery) is  a record of her personal journeys and returns to Africa, the land of her 
childhood. In Sassen’s photography, the boundaries between document and fashion or 
creative photography are blurred, and the result is a unique style.

Cezary Pieczyński, owner of Poznan’s Piekary Gallery, discovered adventure and an 
exciting intellectual challenge in the process of collecting art. The Shivering Body. 
Photograpy from the collection of Cezary Pieczyński exhibition (Starmach Gallery) will 
present the result of his  passion – photography collection. In it there are works by world-
class artists like Nan Goldin, Nobuyoshi Araki, Damien Hirst, Boris Mikhailov, Thomas Ruff 
and Jan Saudek. 

As every year, many eminent authors and specialists have been invited to co-operate with 
the Festival, and the Krakow Photomonth program will include dozens of exhibitions and 
events. The exhibitions will be presented in Krakow’s best exhibition halls  and public 
areas, and the accompanying events (meetings, workshops, projections, lectures, and 
urban games) will be an integral part of them. 

JOIN US! Celebrate our 10th anniversary, celebrate photography!

This  year Krakow Photomonth’s innovation is the Experimental Section. The Photography 
in Everyday Life project (Bunkier Sztuki Contemporary Art Gallery) was created by a team 
of Polish activists, artists, and academics working under the curatorial supervision of the 
famous British critic Charlotte Cotton (author of the guide to contemporary art photography 
“The Photograph as Contemporary Art”). The exhibition has been designed to allow all 
willing to actively engage in it. The events held in Bunkier Sztuki (events, installations, 
presentations, workshops, and seminars) will allow viewers to experience photography in 
its various  forms and flavours – to touch, explore, and try it! As a result, the sum of all the 
projects is a completely new approach to the issue of photography as a method of 
communication, its  identity, and its national history. Free admission to the Gallery means 
one can easily go back to explore the exhibition anew. 

The ShowOFF Section is  10 young artists selected by a jury comprising: Zuza Krajewska 
and Bartek Wieczorek, Michał Łuczak and Adam Pańczuk, Witek Orski and Janek 
Zamoyski, Grzegorz Piątek and Jarosław Trybuś, and Magda Kownacka and Gaweł 
Kownacki. Since March, they have been working together on their exhibitions which will be 
presented to the audience for the first time on 17 May. Come and see, ShowOFF Section 
presents intriguing and ambitious photographic stories.

Krakow Photomonth Festival is more than just exhibitions, though. The variety of this 
Anniversary Festival will be complemented by a rich Programme of accompanying events 
– meetings, screenings, lectures, workshops and slide shows. This year will also include 
the VII Portfolio Review, which gives an opportunity to meet and get tips from professional 
photographers and photo editors, editors, art critics, reps from agencies, magazines and 
galleries, ready to give ambitious and useful advice. 

JOIN US, celebrate our 10th anniversary, celebrate photography! 



Krakow Photomonth Festival is organised by the Foundation for the Visual Arts with the 
financial support of the City of Krakow and the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage. 
The Festival is sponsored by Canon Polska.

KRAKOW PHOTOMONTH 2012 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

17 May – 21 May, 2012 Inaugural Weekend; 
18 May, 2012 (Friday, 18:00) – ceremonial opening of the Festival at the Starmach Gallery;
22 May – 17 June 2012 – accompanying events;
26 May 2012 – VII PORTFOLIO REVIEW;
17 June, 2012 - end of the Festival.

A detailed schedule of events is available at www.photomonth.com
More on the Foundation for the Visual Arts at www.sztukawizualna.org

JOIN US! now on www.facebook.com/photomonth
www.photomonth.com | office@photomonth.com 

For more information or illustration materials please contact:

Agnieszka Kozak
Spokesperson
agnieszka.kozak@photomonth.com
+48 504 170 922

Karolina Harazim
PR and Promotion Coordinator 
karolina.harazim@photomonth.com
+48 504 252 424
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